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- COMMAND ‘HISTORY -
'USS WHITE PLAINS (AFS 4)
’ USS WHITE PLAINS (AFS 4), known throughout the Western Pac1flc as the

"."ORIENT EXPRESS," concluded 1982 operatlons w1th a port v151t to Pattaya Beach,-

1Tha11and in January 1983

After returnlng to Yokosuka onrl2 February 1983, -she made preparatione~r
to get underway for Inchon, Korea in Marcht' Enroute to Inchon, WHITE PLAINS
part1c1pated in OPERATION TEAM SPIRIT, provrdlng vertlcal replenlshment support.
'Arr1v1ng in Inchon on’ 23 Maroh, she welcomed Capt. K. L. CARLSEN, who reported
:as rellef for Capt DK L. KERR. -Departlng Inchon for Yokosuka on 28 March, the
"change-of-command ceremony took place l Aprll 1983 as WHITE PLAINS made her -
iapproach to. Yokosuha.f N

WHITE PLAINS conducted serveral operatlons in’ the 1ocal operatlng area,
”lncludlng successful Operatlonal Propulsron Plant Recertlflcatlon Examlnatlon
'-conducted from 11 to 13 May._ WHITE PLAINS then made preparatlons to get underway

'for the Indlan ‘Ocean and departed Yokosuka on May 16 for Sublc Bay.

' Arr1v1ng in Sublc Bay on 23 May, WHITE PLAINS part1c1pated ln a- Command

Inspectlon, and an annual Malntenance Materlal Management Inspectlon.-dclted

i :
- s

.for her outstandlng performance record WHITE PLAINS recelved an overall 95, 8%

,completion rate of scheduled planned?ma;ntenance.” T
e : U P S

WHITE PLAINS departed Sublc Baf}_ S?May}foritheldndiénfOcea‘

Dlego Garc1a on 9 June.' Indlan Ocean operatlons commence;"w1th an underway replenlsh4

ment: of USS SIDES on 13 ‘June. WHITE PLAINS spent a total of 132 days supportlng




USS~CARL:VINSON and Battle Group Charlie'during'the deployment. 'Durfne this time
- 29, 567 nautlcal mlles were traveled and 5, 160 000 pounds of provrslons dellvered
WHITE PLAINS conducted her 1argest replenlshment operatlon ever, dellverrng
:1,526 pallets ofotores to USS CARL VINSON‘and conducted~her-largest-on—load

of supplles in Dlego Garcia, loadlng 1, 610 pallets in . 48 hcurs. ‘OnuJuly ¥, she
V1s1ted Fremantle, Australla for seven days, prlor to returnlng to Dlego Garcla

on l7 July.

WHITE - PLAINS concluded Indian Ocean Operatlons on 23 August and arrlved at

. Phuket,: Thalland on 2 September for a’ flve—day port v1s1t. On 12 September, she
'conducted an off- 1oad of excess stores‘at Sublc Bay,,RP and-departed for Yokosuka,
- to.arrive on 24 September. Shortly thereafter, she departed for a‘Hong JKong, B c.C.
: port v1s1t, arr1v1ng on - 16 October. An. approachlng storm forced WHITE PLAINS to
make an’ early departure to the relatlve safety of the open ‘sea on 23 October.
'Whlle tran51t1ng eastward from Hong Kong, WHITE PLAINS was dlrected by COMSEVENTHFLT
to assrst M/V LICA LU, which had run aground on the treacherous reefs surroundlng
'Pratas Island. Rendering assrstance proved dlfflcult in hlgh winds . and heavy seas, .
' but the ensulnc rescue operatlons were conducted with the support of the embarked
HC-3 Det 106 Hellcopter Support Squadron.- The rescue operatlons 1asted for two_
hours and all of the 26 Talwanese crewmen: were alrllfted to safety aboard WHITE
;PLAINs,!-ArriVing in Subic Bay 28 Octcbe;,-the Taiwanese sallors were disembarked

from the ship to be repatriated to their homeland.

' After conductlng operatlons in Subrc operatlng areas, WHITE PLAINS returned
to Subic Bay on-SrNovember. he agaln returned to the OPAREA to conduct an Astern'
Refuellng exercrse w1th USNS COLUMBIA Follow1ng the exercrse, WHITE PLAINS

_returned to Sublc Bay, RP and was presented w1th the Battle “E".and her 51xth

consecut1ve Blue “R“ retentlon award by COMNAVSURFGRU WESTPAC, Como. Paul D. BUTCHER.




Returnlng to Yokosuka on 23 November, WHITE PLATINS celebrated.her 15th -
annlversary w1th a Dependents' Crulse off the coast of Yokosuka. Shortly there—
after, she departed for Hong Kong to part101pate in. the annual Hong Kong Search
and- Rescue exer01se in conjunctlon w1th the Royal Navy and Hong Kong: Aux111ary
.A;r_Force. VThe ship departed Hong.Konq on 10 December'and arrived.in Sasebo,
Japan on 13 ﬁecember,. On her return trip.to.gogOSuke,;she‘couducfed'a Trger
Cruise,'with 12 young meu aged.eight'aﬂdfolder. :Arriﬁiu%:ihrfokoeuka on 17

December, WHITE _PLAINS made preparatlons for her ensulng Selected Restrlcted

Avallablllty (SRA)




| JANUARY 23, 1983

“FEBRUARY 12, 1983

MARCH 6, 1983 -

MARCH 25, 1983
APRTL 1, 1983

‘MAY 16, 1983
MAY 23, 1983

MAY 29, 1983

JUNE 13, 1983

JuLy 1, 1983
| JULY 17, 1983
AUGUST .23, 1983

SEPTEMBER 12, 1983

SEPTEMBER 24 1983

OC’I‘OBER 16, 1983

-OCTOBER 23, '1983

OCTOBER 28, 1983

NOVEMBER 8, 1983

NOVEMBER 12, 1983

" COMVBND HISTORY .
CHRONOLOGTCAL, OUTLINE OF EVENTS

‘WHITE PLATNS concludes Indlan Ocean operatlons w:Lth a visit to- '

Pattaya Beach, 'I‘ha:.land

WHITE PLAINS returns— to‘ Yoko:suka, ' Japan :

WHI'I‘E PLAINS departs for Inchon, Korea, enroute to Inchon part—
J_c:l.pates in OPERATION TEAM SPIRIT.

PCO Capt. K. L. CARLSEN arr:Lves as rellef for Capt. D. L. KERR,

Change—of—-cum\and ceremony of the coast of Yokosuka Japan.

: WHITE PLATNS departs Yokosuka for Sublc Bay, RP and conmencement

of Indian Ocean operations.

Command Inspection,: CTF. 73 Malntenance Material Managerrent

- Inspection. WHITE PLAINS recelves overall conpletlon rate of 95 8%.

Depa.rt Subic Bay, RP for D:Lego Garc1a, arrlve June 9 1983.

WHITE ‘PLATNS conducts fJ.rst vertlcal replen:l.sl'nrent of her dep—
loyment to thé Indian Ocean. Cruise lasts 132 days in support of

. USS ‘CARL VINSON (CVN 70). and Battle Group Charlie. WHITE PLAINS

delivers 5,160, 000 pounds of provisions, conducts largest connected
replenishment in her 15-year history;-1,526 pallets to USS CARL

_ _VINSON Conducts largest on-load at Dlego Garc:.a ' 1,610 pallets -
. in -48~hours., - -

Visits Fremantle, .Z‘mstralla for. Independence Day. :
Returns to Diego Garcm._
Departs Indian Ocean to arrlve Phuket 7 'Ihalland 2 Septe:mber.

Arr:.ves Subic Bay, RP to conduct off—load

Arrlves Yokosuka J apan

Arrlves Hong Kong, B c.C.

' _Approachz_ng stor.m fcrces early departure from Hong Kong, WHLTE

PIAINS .is directed by COMSEVENTHFLT to render assistance to M/V
LICA 1U, which has run aground on the reefs surrounding Pratas
Island.. Taiwanese merchantmen are airlifted to safety aboard
WHITE PLATNS by crewren from embarked HC-3 Det 106 Hellcopter

Support Squadron.

Arrive Sublc Bay, merchantmen are dlsembarked

WHI‘I“E PLA]I\TS returns to SlelC Bay after conduct:.ng local operatlons.

' WHITE PLAINS oonducts flrst—ever Astern Refuelmg with USNS




NOVEMBER 14, 1983
NOVEMBER 23, 1983~ -
DECEMEER 5, 1983

DECEMBER 13, 1983 -

DECEMBER 17, 1983

, COMNAVSURFGRU WESTPAC presents WHITE PLATNS W:Lth Battle "E" and

sixth consecutlve Blue "R"_ retentlon award._

- WHITE PLATNS celebrates her 15th annlversary Wlt'h a Dependents'
Cruise off the coast of Yokosuka o _

Arrlve in:Hong Kong to part:.c:.pate in Search and Rescue operat:l.ons
W:Lth Royal Navy.

‘Arrive Sasebo, Japen' Tigere 'arfive for 'Tiger Cruise to Yokosuka.

WHITE PLAINS arrlves in Yokosuka to begin preparatlons for

upconung Selected Restrlcted Avallablllty. _
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YEAR-END STATISTICS

Days Underway 192

Percent Underway 53%
Miles Steamed {engine miles) 63,304
Number of -Replenishrreﬁts 108
Connected Replenishments 29
Vertical Replenishments ' 68
Conbined VERTREP/CONREP ' . 11
In Port CONREPS 10
Passengers Ti:ansferred | 46
Passengers transferred by Ménil‘a Highline - 9
Tonnage Delivered (tons) 1,972
Largest Single Ship CONREP for USS WHITE PLAINS (pallets) 1,526

Largest Diego Garcia On-Load. for USS WHITE PLATNS {pallets/48 hours) 1,610

Fuel Consumption

Total Underway ({(gallons) 3,835,478
Not Underway (gallons) 732,488
Transfers (gallons) 508,351

Total Fuel Consumption (gallons) ' 4,567,966






